[Early amniocentesis].
Preliminary clinical experience with early amniocentesis is reported. Fifty-two amniocenteses were performed before the end of the 14th week following the last menstrual period. Cytogenetic and biochemical analyses (AFP, AChE) were performed. Increasing experience with amniotic fluid samples containing small-cell populations and the use of combined culture media improved the poor initial results to a 100% level, thus enabling the use of this technique for diagnostic purposes. The sampling technique and the post-procedural evolution of twelve amniocenteses in pregnant women, whose pregnancy is to be continued, are presented. The possibility of performing amniocentesis in early pregnancy is discussed with reference to anatomical aspects (amniotic and chorionic cavity).